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Safeguarding at BBIS

At Budapest British International School (BBIS), the safety, well-being, and happiness
of every child is our highest priority. We are committed to creating an environment
where students feel secure, valued, and supported - a place where they can thrive
academically and personally. Safeguarding is not simply a set of procedures; it is part
of the culture of our school and underpins everything we do.

Key People and Contacts

Students, parents, and staff should know who to turn to if there is a concern. Our
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and Safeguarding Team are available during
school hours, and arrangements are in place for out-of-hours contact, for example,
during school trips.

Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL): Jonathan Spinks - 06203901020 -
jonathan.spinks@bbis.hu

Deputy DSLs: Joshua Coupland, Dori Sayad, Cansel Jaya, Niki Ralph, Tina Long,
Robynne Cathrall

Designated Safeguarding Governor: David Rowsell — david.rowsell@bbis.hu

Principal: Dr David Porritt — +36 70 315 8982 - david.porritt@bbis.hu

What Safeguarding Means at BBIS
Safeguarding includes:

- Protecting children from harm or maltreatment
- Promoting mental and physical health

- Providing safe, caring environments

- Acting early to support children at risk

- Ensuring children’s voices are heard

At BBIS we:

- Foster an open and supportive culture where concerns can be shared safely

- Make sure staff know every student well, so that changes are noticed quickly

- Provide training so that staff recognise signs of abuse or risk, and know what to do
- Work closely with parents, carers, and external agencies when needed

- Check all adults working in the school to ensure they are safe to work with children
- Teach students how to keep themselves safe, including online

Our Safeguarding Pledge

We want every student to feel that they:

- Will get help when they need it

- Can talk to an adult privately and be taken seriously
- Will be protected from further harm

- Will be listened to and supported throughout



Our professionals pledge to:

- Explain decisions clearly to children and parents

- Provide a named adult for support when needed

- Share information appropriately to protect children

- Work together across agencies in children’s best interests
- Continue to improve safeguarding practice

If a Student Has a Worry or a Problem
We encourage students to talk to any trusted adult in school. They can speak with
their class teacher, form tutor, school nurse, or any member of the Safeguarding Team.

If a student tells us something worrying, we will:

- Listen calmly and take them seriously

- Reassure them that telling someone was the right thing to do

- Explain that we may need to share what they say to keep them safe
- Act quickly and sensitively to make sure they are supported

Early Help and Wellbeing

Sometimes children need extra support before a problem becomes serious. BBIS staff
are trained to notice when a child might be struggling — with schoolwork, friendships,
family changes, or mental health —and to act early.

We provide:

- A safe and calm environment where everyone can learn

- Lessons and activities that build resilience and teach wellbeing

- Support for students and families to access professional help where needed
- Partnerships with external agencies for specialist care

Online Safety

We teach students how to stay safe online, how to manage their digital lives
responsibly, and what to do if something online worries them. Our staff receive regular
training to keep up to date with new risks and challenges.

Governance and Oversight

Safeguarding is monitored by the BBIS Board of Trustees. The Board receives regular
reports, ensures that policies are followed, and supports the school to maintain high
standards.

Working with Parents

We believe that strong school-home partnerships are essential for keeping students
safe. We work closely with parents and carers, sharing information where appropriate,
and encouraging open communication.

Where to Find Out More

This summary is designed for parents, carers, and students. Our full Safeguarding and
Child Protection Policy — with detailed procedures and staff guidance - is available on
request.
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